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Trail Center Hosts Santa Fe Trail Day Events
In conjunction with the “Between Fences” traveling Smithsonian exhibit the Santa Fe Trail Center is sponsoring two events during the annual Santa Fe Trail Days Celebration.

On Saturday, May 5th, the Trail Center is sponsoring a traveling bus museum in downtown Larned.   Erika Nelson from Lucas, KS is the founder and curator of a unique and innovative traveling roadside attraction and museum called “The World’s Largest Collection of the World’s Smallest Versions of the World’s Largest Things”.  This one-of-a-kind museum will be located at the intersection of Broadway and 7th Street, open from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM and free of charge. When parked the collection is displayed through the passenger side windows, while the interior front space is open to visitors.  Inside are additional displays of roadside attraction miniatures, photos, and meta-photos of World’s Largest Things, a library of research materials and documentation of sites, and gift shop.

 
On Sunday, May 6th, Erika Nelson will be presenting a program at the Santa Fe Trail 

Center titled “The Fence as Canvas — Expression on the Edge”.  Nelson said,  “In studying Outsider and Visionary art environments, I  travel the backroads of the U.S.  Along the way, I see ordinary objects used in extraordinary ways, including fencelines used as a ‘canvas’ for expression.  Ranging from primitive to technically advanced, artistic to political, community-based to individualized, these works represent a wide array of voices using similar avenues of communication.  Using local, regional, and national examples, the program explores methods, materials, motivations, and meanings behind public expression on the fencerow.”

Erika Nelson, formerly in network broadcasting, is now an artist, curator, speaker and educator that has exhibited her work nationwide and is in collections worldwide.  Her program with slides beginning at 2:00 PM is free to the public; however, seating in the East Gallery will be more limited than usual.  Half-price admission will apply to see the “Between Fences” exhibit being shown in the West Gallery.

The Santa Fe Trail Center is located two miles west of Larned on K-156.  The museum is open 9:00 - 5:00 Tuesdays through Sundays; closed on Mondays until Memorial weekend.  The “Between Fences” exhibit continues through June 17th.  For more information, please call 620-285-2054 or visit our website: www.santafetrailcenter.org.
“Between Fences” has been made possible at the Santa Fe Trail Center in Larned, KS by the Kansas Humanities Council.  “Between Fences” is part of  Museum on Main Street, a collaboration between the Smithsonian Institution and the Federation of State Humanities Councils.  Support for Museum on Main Street has been provided by the United States Congress,the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, and The Hearst Foundation.

